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It is Grant's cunning; he has sly cunning, if but little
knowledge.

September 6. Most of the time of the Cabinet was taken
up with the subject of amnesty and pardon. The two forms
of proclamation were submitted and discussed. Seward's
was approved by all, and no exception taken to the paper
which I presented, but it was more decisive and presented
certain impregnable points, which milder men would
rather avoid. The drafting of a proclamation is more
especially the province of the Secretary of State. I there-
fore presented a paper to the President at his own request,
as I suggested, for him to adopt or reject, in whole or in
part.

September 7, Saturday. Was at the President's this P.M.
Seward was about leaving. Colonel Moore, Private
Secretary, was transcribing the Proclamation, which the
President had remodeled, and Seward was criticizing.
Some of my suggestions were incorporated; some which
I think would have given it more character and popu-
larity were omitted. The subject of relieving from dis-
franchisement was incorporated. It was one of the points
urged by me as important, before the Proclamation was
decided upon. In the document read to me this P.M.,
the subject of personal rights was omitted, while the rights
of property had received special attention. I mentioned
the omission, and the President thanked me, said im-
munities were intended. In the discussion yesterday,
I noticed that the lawyers dwelt on the rights of property,
but gave little heed to the rights of persons.

I would in the proclamation have alluded to the report
of General Grant in December, 1865; would have brought
out the fact of Congressional amnesty which was on the
statute-book at the time the Rebels surrendered, and which
they received and we in good faith promised, though Con-
gress has since in bad faith repealed; would also have